
          
           Is it true? Is it just? Is it serving others (not ourselves)?
Is it lifting up the marginalized, disenfranchised, the ‘poor,
widows, and orphans’? Is it bringing more LOVE into the
world? The only thing that matters ‘is faith expressing itself
in love.’ My reaction to the NYTimes article resides in the
offense I feel reading, “This is a Jesus Movement.”
            I pray that people of faith who believe in Jesus’
command that we love one another will have the courage
and strength to speak up and speak out so the world will
know love, honor, respect, and compassion as signs of a
Jesus Movement.

See you in Worship!

MAY-JUNE 2022
NEWSLETTER

         Last month, the New York Times published an article titled, “The Growing Religious Fervor in the
American Right: ‘This Is a Jesus Movement.” It began, “Rituals of Christian worship have become
embedded in conservative rallies, as praise music and prayer blend with political anger over vaccines
and the 2020 election.” I was horrified as I continued reading. Political rallies turned into worship
should sound alarms for us all, but I did have to reflect upon my reaction.
          I asked myself if I would be as horrified if the rallies were for candidates and platforms that I
supported. Did I object to Civil Rights marchers singing, “We Shall Overcome”? It was written by a
preacher and first published as a hymn, but it does not evoke the same reaction as contemporary
Christian songs being sung at political rallies. Did I object when President Obama sang “Amazing
Grace” during the 2015 funeral service for one of the victims of the Charleston, S.C., church shooting?
No, I did not. For one, it was a funeral not a political rally although he did speak for gun reform during
the eulogy which is a hotly debated political topic. Do I believe that our faith should impact all parts of
our lives, including our voting and stances on social issues? Well, yes. Absolutely. So, can I ‘justify’ my
fear/anger/anxiety about a political rally opening with an invocation, moving to testimony, including
song, prayer, and turning into a worship service? Yes.
          I believe we are to WORSHIP the One who goes by many names: Holy God, Emmanuel, Adonai,
Elohim, YHWH, Divine, Universal Love… Our Judeo-Christian scriptures and Perennial Wisdom
teachings gives us many names and images for God. They also agree that WORSHIP of anyone/thing
else is called idolatry. We aren’t to worship our earthly political leaders or religious leaders or
entertainers or celebrities. We aren’t to worship our money or possessions. We aren’t to worship even
the sacred writings, practices or windows – the ‘fingers pointing to the moon are not the moon.’ Our
faith must inform how we live in all aspects of our life, but we must always keep our egos in check and
always have a ‘plumb line’ to test our opinions.

Pastor's Column

Rev. Dr. Jane Florence
Senior Pastor
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We have been having fun in Discovery at Saint Paul this semester! Wednesday nights we have
been learning about God through music, meditation, Bible study and various other activities. 
In Sunday School we have another opportunity to hear about God’s love and what it means for
our lives during class after worship. On Palm Sunday our class traveled to Jerusalem and went
on a Journey to Easter where we experienced some of the events of Holy Week. Another recent
highlight for me was providing our young readers with their very own Bibles. 

I’ve truly enjoyed getting to know the wonderful kids at Saint Paul and
 look forward to continuing to grow closer to God and to each other. 
Be sure to sign up for VBS, and invite your friends, grandchildren, and 
neighbors! And keep an eye out for a few other family events this summer!

Martha Robinson
Children's Coordinator
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June 13-17 from 9:00-11:30 a.m. at
Saint Paul United Methodist Church,

Downtown Lincoln

Let's explore the parables of Jesus through Bible
study, discussion, music, crafts and activities.

All children ages 4 through 
5th grade are welcome!

Register at saintpaulumc.org/VBS.
Questions? Contact Martha at
families@saintpaulumc.org.

Vacation Bible School

DDIIsscc eerryy

mailto:families@saintpaulumc.org
https://www.saintpaulumc.org/vbs/
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LYN SIESER
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Parting is such sweet sorrow… I’ve heard that before and I have
even said that before, but it didn’t make as much sense until 
I received the re-appointment phone call from the Conference. 
I like a new challenge; I like a change of scenery, and I like
meeting new people… I guess that’s the sweet part, but I am
feeling sorrow when I think of saying good-bye to everyone that
has been so wonderful at Saint Paul. I have truly enjoyed my
ministry here and will always hold you and this congregation dear
to my heart.

Many of our students who worship with Saint Paul will be returning next fall wearing their t-shirts
and name tags ready to meet up with any new students that dawn our doors for worship. Today,
though, I would like to highlight two of our graduates; especially since you will still be seeing them
around this summer and next school year.

Shelby and Matthew Gager will both be graduating from UNL this spring.
Matt will have his Master’s degree in architecture and Shelby will have her
Bachelor’s degree in pre-veterinary science. Matt has accepted a job with 
a local firm while Shelby takes a gap year and is applying to veterinary
degree programs for the following year. That is good news for our Campus
Ministry Program because Shelby has agreed to be our Coordinator of
Campus Connections. Shelby’s main responsibilities will be to stay current
on UNL policies, Union reservations, and student communications. We are
already working on 2 letters and a postcard mailing; One to pastors in
Nebraska, especially Lincoln and Omaha, One to parents/students whose
names were gathered at church charge conferences, and a postcard to
incoming freshmen that we meet during every weekday morning of the
month of June for New Student Orientations. I am very excited that Shelby
has joined our team, especially since she is alumni with insider information.
Shelby will be the one to elevate campus ministry to the next level.

Congratulations to Shelby and Matthew on graduation and welcome to the
Saint Paul Campus Ministry team!

2022 GRADUATES

I will be transitioning to Grace United Methodist Church in Crete, Nebraska, as
the Lead Pastor beginning July 1st. The Campus Connect Ministry at Saint Paul
will continue, and the students will still need you to be their family away from
home; so keep up the good and loving work.

Pastor Lyn

Pastor Lyn preformed
Matt and Shelby's

wedding ceremony in
the fall of 2021.
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Join us for a summer evening of fun, food, and games!
The staff will be grilling up hot dogs and hamburgers, and everyone
is invited to bring a dish for the potluck. This will be a great time to

catch up with people, kayak with Pastor Jane on the lake, and to
wish Pastor Lyn well before she leaves us to go to her new church in

Crete. So, be sure to mark it on your calendars and bring a friend!
 
 

June Fellowship Picnic
Where: Holmes Lake (Structure 1) 
When: June 12th at 5:00 p.m.

New ContemporaryNew ContemporaryNew Contemporary
Worship ServiceWorship ServiceWorship Service

   Since the beginning of the COVID pandemic, Saint Paul has been offering one service per
week. Next Fall, we are planning to add an additional, contemporary worship service

tentatively scheduled for 5:00 pm on Sunday evenings. This service will be led by Pastor
Jed and is currently in the development stage. If you have any interest in being involved
in this worship, contact the Saint Paul office, or Pastor Jed at jlinder@saintpaulumc.org.

 

mailto:jlinder@saintpaulumc.org
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Joys and Concerns

Sympathy to the friends and family of:
Marjorie Ficke transitioned to new life on February 22
John Kramer transitioned to new life on March 3
Alice Cherry transitioned to new life on March 20

Please let the church office know of deaths and births
that we may share in your joys and concerns.

Please Welcome...
William Frederick Egley, son of Josh and Emily Egley.
William was born on March 23,  2022.

We celebrate the Baptism of...
Jackson Allen Borecky and Lyla June Borecky were
baptized on February 22, 2022. Jackson and Lyla's
parents are John Joseph (JJ) and Amanda Borecky. 

Elijah John Turner and Emma Grayce Turner were
baptized on April 24, 2022. Elijah and Emma's parents
are Kadee and Nancy Turner.

Congratulations!
Mikaela Lynn Borecky and John Dewitt Sibley were
married at Saint Paul on February 22, 2022. 

Joining our church family:
Tom O'Connor joined Saint Paul United Methodist
Church as a member on April 24, 2022.

William Egley

Pastor Jane and Elijah Turner



June 2 - July 21 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 145
Led by Dave Moore
          “Blessed are the poor in spirit… blessed are the meek… blessed are the peacemakers…” The
Beatitudes are some of the most well-known, and well-quoted, sayings of Jesus in the Bible.
Join Dr. Dave Moore this summer as he takes a closer look at these sayings, including their Old
Testament roots and context, while exploring their implications for today. Participants are sure
to discover fresh understandings and insights that will enrich both their lives and faith.

A NOTE FROM PASTOR JED

THE BEATITUDES OF JESUS IN SCRIPTURE AND IN LIFE
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Happy Easter, and thanks be to God for this glorious
season of resurrection and life! I want to begin by
thanking everyone for your involvement these past
winter months in our numerous classes and events.
Particularly, the “Postcards from Lincoln” speaker series
had great attendance, and I’m happy to announce that
we are putting together a second history series for the
fall. But you need not wait until then to get involved in
our discipleship classes, because we have some
amazing, upcoming classes going on this spring and
summer, beginning with our RESCHEDULED conflict
management seminar:

April 26 – May 10 at 5:00 p.m. in Room 155
Led by Dr. Larry Dlugosh
          Conflict is a normal part of life in community, and can regularly impact families,
organizations, even life-long friends. This seminar is designed to open up the dialogue about
these everyday conflicts and disputes, and then give participants the tools and strategies to
better manage those conflicts. Each session is scheduled for 90 minutes and there are three
sessions in total. Larry has led this materially professionally, so it should be an excellent class!

CONFLICT MANAGEMENT SEMINAR JED LINDER
ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Sunday, May 22 at 12:00 p.m. in the Chapel
Led by Rev. Jane Florence
          Reduce stress, increase immunity, reduce burnout, increase community, lift your mood,
lower anxiety, have fun, all of these can be benefits of drumming. These benefits are amplified
when shared in a group! Join us for an introduction to healing power of a drum circle. No
drumming experience needed. If you have a heartbeat, you have rhythm; so come share in this
rhythm workshop.

SACRED DRUMMING CIRCLE



June 5- July 3 at 11:00 a.m. in Room 155
Led by Rev. Jane Florence
          “Jesus was a Near Eastern event radiating out in all directions. 
One line came west into Greco-Roman lands. Other lines traveled 
southwest to Africa and up the coast of France into Celtic lands. 
Another traveled east into Persia, India, and China. All of these 
energy streams flowing out from the Jesus event had their unique 
flavors.” Most of us are familiar with the ‘flavor we’re used to in our own stream,’ but Bourgeault
allows us to taste a greater perspective of the centrality of Jesus’ life and message when we
allow these streams to flow as one.
          Join Rev. Jane as each week we will explore Jesus’ teaching with a broad lens, while also
practicing ways to deepen our encounters with Jesus as the wisdom teacher. See the Saint Paul
UMC website/planning center for weekly details.

THE WISDOM JESUS BY CYNTHIA BOURGEAULT
 

Tuesday, May 24 at 6:00 p.m. in Room 145
Led by Rev. Jane Florence

SOUL ART: NEUROGRAPHIC MEDITATION
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DART: DIRECT ACTION & RESEARCH TRAINING CENTER

May 16, 2022
          For the past year, local faith community leaders from around
Lancaster county have been gathering regularly to develop an
interfaith, grassroots Justice team under the leadership of the
Direct Action & Research Training Center (DART). Founded in 1982,
DART is a network of 28 different grassroots organizations currently
found in ten states across the nation. These organizations bring
people together across racial, religious, and socioeconomic lines to
fight for justice and fairness at the local and state levels. On May 16,
the team will be taking the next step by inviting interested laity
leaders to a network Bible study on justice. Contact Pastor Jed at
jlinder@saintpaulumc.org for additional information.

Through neurographic drawing, our subconscious transforms our
chosen topic (fears, stress, doubts, questions, etc.) into a process that
releases new energy to convey healing or new life. Neurons are
information messengers in our brain. They use electrical impulses and
chemical signals to transmit information through our nervous system.
Neurographical art uses these energy signals to send messages from
your subconscious into your present. In this class, you will identify your
focus, allow your subconscious to draw some neurographic lines then
form new neural networks in a beautiful meditative process.

mailto:jlinder@saintpaulumc.org


Access Bars Mini Sessions
Henna Art
“Are you an Empath?” Free Mini class
Receive More! A Free Intro to Consciousness Mini Class
Guided Group Energy Session with a Symphony of Possibilities
Intro to Access Bars Full 2-Hour Intro Class
Practitioner Trades

Are you ready for a Spring Cleaning of Consciousness?

Does your life need an energetic boost? Oran Mor has just the thing! Sometimes spring
cleaning is getting the energetic boost to do the deep cleaning in your surroundings,
your body and your being, and sometimes it is just about getting out and finding
something new to freshen things up!
Our Spring Fling Open House with special guest speakers and practitioners, will give
you the opportunity to do both. The open house will include both drop-in experiences
and events at planned times.

Join us Saturday, May 14th for the special event! Experiences offered include:

Pop in for a mini session, an intro class or experience, or just come for a snack, a cup of
tea and conversation with your community! 

In addition to our regular body, mind & energy work offerings, we highly recommend
Rev. Jane’s Soul Art and group drumming class mentioned in this newsletter. Learn
more about Summer offerings at Oran Mor and register at www.oranmorcenter.org.
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We asked; you responded. When we discovered that
our wheelchairs had been stolen, we asked for help
in replacing them. Thank you much to Susie Vaughn
for her donation of a wheelchair. Thank you also for
Karen Starr for her generous gift which allowed us to
purchase an additional wheelchair and other life-
saving equipment. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated. Because you give, we are prepared to
care for emergencies in our building.

http://www.oranmorcenter.org


Holy Week is the busiest time of the
year for church musicians, but I think
I can speak for all of us in saying that
it is always well worth the time and
effort. I am so grateful to the Saint
Paul Choir, the many soloists who
contributed to the Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday services, the guest
instrumentalists, and of course, all of
you who support Saint Paul’s music
ministry with your resources, your
gracious words of support, and your
prayers. We look forward to the
weeks ahead as we continue to
celebrate the season of Eastertide
and Pentecost Sunday in early June.

Paul Robinson
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Paul Robinson
Director of Music

Kaleb Wilkening
Asst. Director of Music

Music Ministries

THE RANGBROOK ENSEMBLE
To perform at Saint Paul UMC on Friday, May 6, 2022 at 12 p.m.

Now celebrating their 10th season, the Rangbrook Ensemble is a
chamber ensemble made up of Omaha-based professional musicians
William Wolcott (violin), Jesse Griggs (viola), and Sophia Potter (cello).
Members of the ensemble are active in the Omaha and Lincoln
Symphonies, as private teachers, and in music education programs
throughout the area. The Rangbrook Ensemble’s members come
from a variety of educational backgrounds including studies at the
Cleveland Institute of Music and the Oberlin Conservatory. 

The Ensemble has performed their self-presented series in a wide variety of locations
throughout Lincoln and Omaha, as well as on the Lincoln Friends of Chamber Music, St. Paul
United Methodist Church Friday Noon Concerts, and Vesper Concerts series. The ensemble is
thrilled to be partnering again with pianist Anne Madison for one of their 2021-2022 concert
programs. Additional information about the ensemble, concert dates, and musician bios can
be found at www.rangbrookensemble.org 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rangbrookensemble.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C81fa8f26ec77443b611608da16594a6d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637846870098442607%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=HxMbXf2ihSE%2BaHvU%2Bi1rAp62%2FMGWSexUG6kE56znB2o%3D&reserved=0


May 2nd at 5:30 pm in Room 131

Separated by the Border: 
A Birth Mother, a Foster Mother,
and a Migrant Child's 3,000 Mile
Journey by Gena Thomas.
Discussion led by Deb Murman.
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Turn the Page Book Group

June 6 at 5:30 pm in Room 131

The Midnight Library - All the
Choices That Go into a Life Well
Lived by Matt Haig. Discussion led
by Marilyn Moore. 

Visitors and new members are always welcome. 
Contact Mary Starr at 402-489-1122.

Wednesday Morning Book Group

May 25th at 10 AM in Room 155 June 22nd at 10 AM in Room 155

Historical fiction novel set in the
Great Depression, "The Four Winds"
by Kristin Hannah

Nonfiction title "Facing the
Mountain: a true story of Japanese
American heroes in World War II"
by Daniel James Brown

Contact Judy Jensen at judykjensen@gmail.com

Saint Paul UMC Reads
Pick up coffee and refreshments from the Family Life Center after worship services in June and July
and come across the hall to the Library for great suggestions of books to read and give to others. Each
Sunday someone will do a brief (15- 20 minute) introduction to a book or books they recommend. At
least one copy will be available in the library to check out that day. We'll include books for all ages as
well as ones that provide additional information on sermon topics and other interests of Saint Paul
readers. If you would like to be a presenter, contact Judi Cook at judiology41@gmail.com.
Watch for a listing of presenters and books and plan to join us!

mailto:judykjensen@gmail.com
mailto:judiology41@gmail.com
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All-Church 
Program and Pie

May 5, 2022 at 7 PM in the 

Program: Lincoln’s Climate Action Plan
RSVP to Judy Bowlby at 
 jbowlby@windstream.net by May 2

      Saint Paul Dining Room

HOSTED BY SAINT PAUL UMIF
 AND CLIMATE ACTION TEAM

UNITED
METHODIST

WOMEN

May 16th at 6 pm at 6834 Summerset Ct.
(Ann Cerveny's Clubhouse)

 We will have a potluck supper, review our
ongoing activities and share ideas for future
programs and mission work. This is our last
meeting till Fall.
Contact: Judi Cook at judiology41@gmail.com

Group 1
May 18th at 1:00 p.m. in Room 155

Jan  Soule will provide lessons on devotions
and prayer. Bring your own drink; treats will
be provided. All are welcome to attend. This
is our last meeting till Fall. 
Contact: Addie Lancaster at
addiegrand3@aol.com

Group 36

United Methodist Women is now United Women in Faith! The move is part of a refreshing of the
organization that includes a new logo and an array of new and improved programs to nurture
current members and welcome new women to join to put their love in action on behalf of women,
children, and youth. The changes are designed to address the different needs and life stages of
current members and new women and expand options for membership and engagement. 

MAY GROUP MEETINGS:

mailto:judiology41@gmail.com
mailto:addiegrand3@aol.com
mailto:jbowlby@windstream.net


Slip on a shirt.
Slop on sunscreen.
Slap on a hat.
Wrap on sunglasses to protect the eyes and skin around them.

With springtime here and more activities outdoors in the sun, it's time to think about
skin care safety. Here are some tips from Bryan Health and the American Cancer Society:

Pack sunscreen. Pick a sunscreen that blocks both UVA and UVB rays. A minimum of
SPF 15 is recommended for daily use. If you plan to spend the day outside in the sun, use
sunscreen with at least SPF 30. Waterproof SPF is a good idea for swimming, exercising
or working outside. Make sure to cover all areas of sun-exposed skin. Sunscreen will help
prevent immediate pain from sunburn, as well as skin cancers directly related to sun
exposure.

“Slip! Slop! Slap! and Wrap” can help you remember some key steps you can take to
protect yourself from UV rays:

Find more information at:
https://www.bryanhealth.com/about-bryan-health/news/2021/tips-for-outdoor-activity/
and https://www.cancer.org/healthy/be-safe-in-sun/uv-protection.html.

Skin Care for Springtime
Tips from the Health Justice and Mercy Team

 

LOVE
LOVE

IS

With Star City Pride coming up in June our committee is
forming now to plan our presence in both the Parade and
at the Festival. Do you have something to offer? What if
your idea was what helped to spread our mission of “God’s
Love For All?”
Let me tell you a short story. A queer friend was with me in
the church office the other day and she had shared that
her mother had alienated her because of her life choices.
Last year at Pride she received a hug from a woman with a
“Mom Hugs” t-shirt that meant the world to her! God’s
Love for All heals the wounds of separation and creates a
different world. What more can we do to create that on
the planet?
Are you called to be part of this? Would you like to be on
the committee that plans and organizes? Would you like
to be a volunteer at the booth or walk in the parade?
Please contact me at amwilliams.us2@gmail.com.

HELP US CELEBRATE PRIDE!
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https://www.bryanhealth.com/about-bryan-health/news/2021/tips-for-outdoor-activity/
https://www.cancer.org/healthy/be-safe-in-sun/uv-protection.html
mailto:amwilliams.us2@gmail.com
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Chi Phi BBQ
Fundraiser

Chi Phi Fraternity will be doing a BBQ fundraiser for Visionary Youth’s 10th Annual Back
to School Giveaway on May 15, from 11am to 1 pm in the Bevins Family Life Center

Southwest Pit BBQ is providing a meal of a pulled pork sandwich, chips and
drink and a cookie for $10.00. Join us to support Visionary Youth!

Lent was a very busy season for all of us here at Saint Paul. 
I appreciate the support I got from staff, group leaders and 
volunteers as I navigate balancing my final semester of 
grad school and my many communications responsibilities
 at the church. 

As we move into summer, we have exciting new projects and programs to promote. To request
publicity for a group, event, or volunteer opportunity please submit your information to Asana at
saintpaulumc.org/promote. 

We would also love to share your group and event photos with the Saint Paul family. Please take
photos and send them to me at wkoehn@saintpaulumc.org to share with our audience via our
Weekly Connect emails and social media pages.

Communications Notes

Whitney Koehn
Director of Communications

UNITED
METHODIST

MEN
Join us May 16th at 11:45 a.m.
for lunch and a brief program.

Saint Paul member, Colin Clark,
will speak with us about his job
at StarTran and the new
technologies they are adopting.

mailto:wkoehn@saintpaulumc.org
https://form.asana.com/?k=l-4nd7hqlQ7jQQp5DvHWlQ&d=8331873071496
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FoodFood
MinistriesMinistries

Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach

Once a month, Saint Paul volunteers cook and serve a meal
at Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach. Ann Snider and
Linda Chapman are our new program coordinators for this
project. If you have questions or would like to volunteer,
contact Pam Edwards at pamelajedwards@gmail.com.

May 15
June 19
Aug 21
September 18
November 20
December 18

Upcoming Dates:

LuLu's on N

Soap, shampoo, conditioner, shaving cream, deodorant, toothbrushes,
combs and brushes, facial tissues, toilet paper and tampons
Brown lunch bags, napkins, cold and hot drink cups, plastic silverware, and
ziplock bags
Socks, t-shirts, sweatpants, underwear, sweatshirts and sweaters (all sizes)
Fruit, vegetables, peanut butter sandwiches, cookies, brownies, string
cheese, bottled water and coffee

LuLu's serves their community meals at Saint Paul every Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 1:30-2:30. LuLu's serves an average of 80 meals each day
through this program. Lulu's accepts a variety of donated items including:

Aging Partners

Saint Paul is looking for volunteers to restart a food
distribution program with Aging Partners. Contact Lora
at lsullivan@saintpaulumc.org for more information.

HELP US FEED THE HOMELESS!

You can leave donations at the church office. 
Email Lora at lsullivan@saintpaulumc.org with any questions. 

mailto:pamelajedwards@gmail.com
mailto:lsullivan@saintpaulumc.org
mailto:lsullivan@saintpaulumc.org
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God's Tree-mendous Creation

How can you support the project? Please consider a monetary
donation to secure the purchase and planting of a tree. Or for
those of you who want to dig, water and prune, there are
opportunities to physically plant and care for one of our Saint
Paul trees. The City of Lincoln is helping us identify sites where
trees are needed most, and residents’ resources are particularly
scarce. We hope that our SPUMC commitment will support and
leverage grant applications this summer to secure additional
funding and further advance our efforts. 

Donation cards are now available at the church or contributions
can be made at any time online. A tree given in honor or
memory of someone special is a wonderful legacy. If you have
questions, feel free to contact Carmen Maurer at 402-421-7710. 

If you attended or watched the Saint Paul service on April 24, you will recall the “Tree Sabbath” message that
Pastor Jane gave about the value of trees in God’s creation. Among the many benefits that trees provide is the
sequestration of carbon, making tree planting one of the ways we at Saint Paul Church can mitigate the
adverse effects of climate change. And so, the Climate Justice team is sponsoring a tree planting project
during 2022, the 150th anniversary of Arbor Day. 

News from the Climate Justice Team

The 2022 session of the Nebraska legislature has now adjourned. During the session we watched several bills
that were related to climate change. One of those bills, LB925, the Healthy Soils Bill, did pass but had not yet
been signed by the Governor when this newsletter was being prepared" and replace that language with
"passed and was signed by the Governor on April 20.  A summary of that bill and whether it was signed can
be found on the Climate Justice portion of the SPUMC website. 

None of the other bills were adopted, though the content of one, LB1255, was incorporated into LB1014, a bill
that appropriated federal funds made available to the state through the American Rescue Plan. As a result,
the University of Nebraska now has $150,000 to update the “Assessing Climate Change” report released by
UNL in 2014.  Like LB1255, the appropriation does not authorize the University to do the update, but provides
that UNL “shall contract with a third-party, science-based organization to develop an independent report that
identifies and recommends specific prescriptive measures to be taken by the State of Nebraska . . . . to include
(1) a conservation and management plan under section 320 of the federal Clean Water Act and (2) plans for
green infrastructure investments and projects to improve resilience to climate change.” The updated report is
to be submitted by 12-1-2024. 

Climate Related Legislation

Lenten Carbon Fast Calendar
Our team hopes that you were able to make good use of the 2022 Lenten Carbon Fast Calendar. Lent is now
over, but we will keep the calendar on the Climate Justice portion of the website at least through the end of
May. The suggestions found on it are valid at any time of the year, so please feel free to review it again or
make a copy for future use.  While you are at it, please check out some of the other items on our portion of
the website that remain current and are helpful to better understand the science and impacts of climate
change as well as some ways to address it.


