
June 2019
NEWSLETTER

Spring FINALLY arrived! As I look over my backyard, everything is 
different. All the white and brown of winter is now green with dots of 
yellow and red and purple. Bare stems of winter now hold blossoms 
of bold color. The grass grows before I can get the lawnmower put 
away. My bird feeders are filled with all shapes and colors of guests. 
The change of season is welcome and delightful. There are many other 
changes taking place not just in my backyard. 
Saint Paul is welcoming two new pastoral staff on July 1. Jed Linder 
will be Associate Pastor of Spiritual Growth. He will be coordinating 
and expanding our Faith Studies offerings. Lyn Seiser is our new 
Associate Pastor of Campus Ministry. She will be working hard to 
connect college students to Saint Paul and one another. You will meet 
both of these in worship on Sunday mornings. Please wear your name 
tags so they can get to know you as well. 
Kevin Kidd, our building manager, is working with various vendors 
and our Property Committee to step up the security of our building. 
We have had no safety incidents. We want to continue our church as a 
safe space for all who come here.  
Cathy Link is creating a welcoming space in the sanctuary in 
preparation for more children in our worship services. She is inviting 
families into creative ways to teach their children about worship. 
“It takes a village,” and we want to be the village for young families. 
Please welcome children and families into our worship space and 
offer to lend a hand and a smile to our little ones. 
Mitch is taking our youth on mission trips and coordinating our 
Mission teams. The youth did an outstanding ministry of leading our 
worship on May 5. Their mission experiences may offer the theme of 
the next time they lead worship. 

Our worship times change by fifteen minutes starting June 2, so we 
can have an Education Hour between services. Try out one of the 
four new Sunday morning classes and get to know others through 
dialogue and fellowship. 

Sometimes change is hard, but change 
is an opportunity for new life and 
transformation. Change means we are alive 
and growing. Our faith tradition is based on 
a goal of change: change within ourselves 
as we deepen and mature our faith, 
change in our community as we welcome 
and reach out to more people, change in 
staff as more people are welcomed into 
expanding ministries. With each new 
transition, we can give thanks; we are not 
alone; God is with us. God 
won’t ‘take a break’ from 
you this summer. 
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Worship services 
at Saint Paul

Sunday Worship 
In the Sanctuary at 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

Saturday Worship 
In the Chapel at 6:00 p.m.

Watch Worship 
at Saint Paul  

On Spectrum channel 1302
On Kinetic channel 13
Tuesday at 12:00 p.m.
Thursday at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday at 11:00 a.m.

Radio Ministry
Sundays, 11:30 a.m.  

The Saint Paul Hour 
1240 AM/103.3 FM (KFOR)

Visit our website
www.SaintPaulUMC.org

Electronic Newsletter
In an effort to reduce paper and 
the postage fees, please email                   

communications@saintpaulumc.org 
if you are able to receive this newsletter 

electronically.

Worship Service Time Change
Beginning June 2 on Sunday mornings

8:45 a.m. Worship

9:45 a.m. Faith Education Hour

10:45 a.m. Worship

Saint Paul Podcast 
Information

As we expand our video and 
communications ministry at Saint 
Paul, we are considering launching 

a regular, spiritual podcast to 
supplement our Sunday messages. 
As we explore these options we’d 
love your feedback! Please email 

Brent Comstock if you have a favorite 
podcast, and what makes you listen to 
that podcast on a regular basis. Email:                                             
communications@saintpaulumc.org.

SP Live!
We are excited to announce SP Live: 

Live streaming of our Sunday worship 
gathering online! SP Live will generally 
feature the entire 10:30 a.m. worship 
service in real-time. For those of you 

traveling, homebound, or unable to join 
us on Sunday’s for other reasons, this 
is a great opportunity to participate 
in the worship experience -- at the 
same time as your other Saint Paul 

community members! Stay tuned to the 
“Worship” page on our website for links 
to the Livestream information, as well 
as to download access to past worship 

gatherings.
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Worship at Saint Paul: April 14, 2019

Did you know you can access archives 
of all Saint Paul 10:30 a.m. worship 
services on our website? Download 
a transcript of the latest sermon, or 
watch the entire gathering online. 
Visit our website, saintpaulumc.org, 
and click “Worship Archives” under 
the Worship tab. We encourage you 
to share these with friends and family 
members who aren’t able to join us on 
Sundays!

Sermon Archives
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June 2
Rev Engel preaches her farewell to Saint Paul
- Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3 
- Reception at 9:45 a.m.

June 9
Pentecost- Holy Spirit Sunday! Wear red
- Scripture: John 17
- Teachings of Jesus leads us to Oneness and Unity

June 16
Religious Pluralism
- Scripture: John 14
- Handbells ring

June 23
God’s Community is inclusive of ALL
- Scripture Ephesians 2: 14-22

June 30
The Way we Behave is the fullest expression of 
what we believe
- Scripture: John 14

June Worship



Book Groups
Turn the Page
We will meet on June 3 at 7:00 p.m. in room 
145 to discuss Eleanor: A Spiritual Biography 
by Harold Ivan Smith, led by Rogene Silletto.  
New members and visitors are always welcome. 
On July 8, we will discuss Spoken into Being- 
Divine Encounters through Story by Michael W. 
Williams, led by Ann Cerveny.

The Wednesday Morning Book Group
We will meet on Wednesday, June 26 at 10 a.m. 
to discuss and select the books to be read for 
the next year’s meetings August 2019-May 2020.  
Contact Judy Jensen for more information at 
(402) 420-6370.

Sunday Morning Classes
Beginning June 9 at 9:45 a.m.

Knit into Mindfulness, downstairs           
parlor, led by Nancy Flader.
A study of Thomas Merton, in room 145, 
led by Steve Flader.
The In-Between Project, in room 155, led 
by Alan Ebner.
Progressive Christianity, in Paine         
Parlor, led by Jane Florence.

Adult Classes and Opportunities

Register for these classes on the weekly connect card, 
on the Church Center App, or by emailing Marilyn 
Moore at mmoore@saintpaulumc.org

We thank Marilyn Moore for her diligent leadership 
as our director of spiritual growth at Saint Paul. 
Marilyn will be “retiring” from this role with the 
announcement of our new Associate Pastor, Jed 
Linder. Thank you, Marilyn! We are so blessed by your 
leadership.

Marilyn Moore Director of Spiritual Growth
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Beginning June 9 at 9:45 a.m.
We will meet in room 226 to explore God’s 
Word through Jesus’ Parable of the Sower, 
learn about God’s creation, and what we can 
do to care for it. Kids will discover that God’s 
love is growing in them, explore their spiritual 
roots, and how we all can live together in 
God’s love.

Summer Kids for Christ 
Education Hour

The Non-Fiction 
Book Group
Tuesday, June 11

7:00 p.m. in room 155

Commander in Cheat
By Rick Reilly



United Methodist 
Women

UMW Trip to Epworth Village
The UMW Unit is planning 

a trip to Epworth Village on 
Wednesday, June 5. We will 

meet in the church garage at 
8:45 a.m. and will be traveling 
by van or car-pooling. We will 

be visiting the Little Jewels 
Child Care Center where we will 

help with an activity with the 
children and hear about the 

work being done with families 
in the community. After our 

time at Epworth, we will enjoy 
a lunch at Chances R restaurant 

in York.  We will return to the 
church around 2:30 p.m. or 

3:00 p.m.  Please contact Carol 
Knolle-Faulkner at (402) 489-
4878 or knollefaulkner@neb.

rr.com if you plan to attend by 
Sunday, June 2.

Youth Ministries

The Saint Paul Seniors luncheon on Tuesday, June 11, will 
be a potluck lunch at 12 noon in the church’s dining room. 
Following lunch, discussion will focus on the upcoming year, 
what kinds of programs do we want to have, what other things 
do we want to do, and how can we improve communication 
within our group.  Anyone interested in learning about the 
seniors group and/or possibly joining is invited to attend.

Saint Paul Seniors
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All groups are open to members and friends 
of Saint Paul Church. The easiest way to 

register is online at saintpaul.churchcenter.
com. You can also register on the Sunday 
attendance card  or just come to a group 

gathering! We can’t wait to see you!

Youth Sunday!
On May 5, our Saint Paul UMC youth 
led our worship service from the Call to 
Worship to the Benediction. They did 
outstanding ministry (shown in the photo 
to the right).

Final Friday 
June 28 from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
This month we will be getting together 
for an evening of pizza and mini golf. 
Meet at church at 6:00 p.m. for dinner. 
Transportation provided to Adventure Golf 
for a round of mini golf. $5 per student. 
Pick-up will be at church at 9:00 p.m.

Joining A Group Is Easy!



Children and Family Opportunities 

ROAR! Vacation Bible 
Camp
June 2-6

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Hey kids! Join us on a roaring 

adventure at Vacation Bible Camp! 
At ROAR! We will discover that even 
though life gets wild, God is good. 
You’ll meet new friends, play fun 

games, experience wild Bible stories 
and more! Mark your calendars! 

*Please note, dinner will NOT be served. 
Registration is now open! Register on 
the Church Center App or saintpaul.

churchcenter.com
Want to be a part of the MANE 

event this summer? Sign up now 
to volunteer at ROAR! Vacation 

Bible Camp! Email Cathy Link at                                       
clink@saintpaulumc.org.

“And whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me.” Matthew 18:5
We want your worship experience to be meaningful and 
your child grow in the experience. There are a number of 
spaces and activities designed for children to experience 
and participate in worship according to their needs.
• The Soothing Space located at the back of the 

sanctuary, has a clean, soft carpet area for infants 
and crawlers to stretch out a bit, rock or snooze with 
parental supervision.

• Toddlers and preschoolers maybe able to sit through 
part of the worship service, but struggle to remain the 
entire time. Bring them to worship for the songs and 
the children’s time and feel welcome to take them to 
the nursery (4 years and younger) during the quieter 
parts of service. Gradually, as they get older the time in 
the sanctuary can lengthen.

• Elementary age will be able to remain in worship with 
some encouragement. This 
is a great time for parents to 
show children the worship 
bulletin and teach them how 
to follow along. Introduce 
your children to those 
around you. Encourage your 
children to shake hands 
during welcome time. Create 
a family worship bag with 
appropriate activities or 
borrow one from the church. 
They are located at each of 
the entrances.

Children are Welcome in Worship!

July 24-26 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Impact Camp is a summer day camp 

opportunity for students in grades 4th-
8th. Before and after care is available. 

The focus of this Summer Day Camp is 
leadership development, team building 

and serving others in our community. 
The camp will split in 

the morning into two 
groups, 4th and 

5th grade and 6th 
through 8th grade. 
In the afternoons 

we will come 
together to serve 

in the community.  
We have some 

really great volunteer 
opportunities lined up for students to 

give back to their community.
 Space is limited. The camp fee is $50 to 
cover lunch and snacks, supplies and a 

camp t-shirt.  Don’t let the cost keep you 
from joining us. Financial assistance is 

available for those who need it.
Registration is now open! Register at 

saintpaul.churchcenter.com

Impact Camp
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Register for these events on the weekly connect card, 
on the Church Center App, or by emailing Cathy Link 
at clink@saintpaulumc.org

Cathy Link Director of Children and
Family Ministries



Summer Sunday Faith Education 

Knit into Mindfulness
June 9 from 9:45 a.m. - 10:35 a.m. in the downstairs 
parlor
Get out your needles, hooks and yarn or borrow ours. 
Learn to knit or crochet, work on current projects, 
bring problem projects, or start something new.
Come find a supportive community, a calm and 
welcoming space, time to focus on needle arts in 
the downstairs parlor, and a place to just breathe. 
Beginner, moderate, expert all are welcome.   

Thomas Merton Study
June 9 from 9:45 a.m. - 10:35 a.m. in room 143

A six-week (or more) journey with Rev. Steve Flader.
Merton was a man of contradictions.

• A wild and crazy libertine in New York City   
becomes a Trappist monk.

• A New York Times bestselling author at age 33  
whose book is still in print.

• The author of over 50 books in his lifetime yet  
“silenced” by his abbot.

• A Christian who has a “lovers quarrel” with his  
church and society.

Come along for a wild ride through the world of 
Thomas Merton. 

The In-Between Project
June 9 from 9:45 a.m. - 10:35 a.m. in room 157
The In-Between Project is about exploring the 
in-between spaces in our lives both physical and 
spiritual that we take for granted which help give 
shape and meaning to our faith and the world 
around us. We will employ literature, scripture, 
buildings, paths, practices, food, music, and the arts 
to help us in our exploration differentiating between 
shapes and symbols, what we see and what we want 
to see. Led by Alan Ebner.

Progressive Christianity
June 9 from 9:45 a.m. - 10:35 a.m. in Paine Parlor
What is “progressive Christianity”? Are you one? 
Maybe you are and you don’t know it. This class will 
be a discussion led by Rev. Florence that follows the 
summer sermon topics. Join in the conversation and 
meet others on the journey.

Rev. Kirstie Engel 
Farewell Reception

You’re invited
Sunday, June 2

9:45 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. 
Bevins Family Life Center

Join us in thanking Kirstie for her 
ministry here and wishing her well in 

her new appointment.

Fresh Expression of 
Church

Taking Church to Where the People 
Are instead of insisting that they 
come to us is a fresh expression of our 
heritage. Fresh expressions of church 
are about being the people of God 
among those who are beyond the 
doors of our building.  Wherever two 
or three gather there can be ‘church.’ 
Are you part of a micro culture, such as 
people who enjoy a particular hobby, 
or live in a particular place, or share 
a common interest, or suffer from 
the same struggles?  Are you part of 
a community action group? Is there 
a particular group of people you feel 
called to gather?  If you are interested 
in what a new church expression 
might look like, I invite you to spend 
some time listening for God’s Spirit. 
Contact Rev. Jane if you have an idea 
and feel God inviting you to reach 

others in new ways.   

Director of Spiritual Growth
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Kayak Church!

June 23 at 3:00 p.m.
Meet at the picnic spots by the 
boat dock on the south side of 

Holmes Lake
Do you like to kayak?  Bring your kayak 
or canoe to Holmes Lake to get to know 
other Saint Paul paddlers.  If you don’t 
have one, but have always wanted to try, 
join us! There will be some extra kayaks 
for sharing.  Bring water and snacks 
for shore time fellowship. Contact Rev. 

Jane for more information.



And So It Goes 
This well known song written by singer Billy Joel causes 
me to reflect on a career long but now concluded. I 
have officially joined the ranks of Emeritus Professor of 
Music at Nebraska Wesleyan University. “In every heart 
there is a room 
A sanctuary safe and strong”. Both Nebraska Wesleyan 
and Saint Paul church have provided a strong, safe 
sanctuary for me. One is now concluded, Nebraska 
Wesleyan, and the other Saint Paul will conclude 
probably at Christmas. I look forward to turning over 
the music leadership of this church to someone full 
of energy, passion and vision. Pastor Jane Florence 
deserves nothing less and I am sure there are many 
capable people out there who would enthusiastically 
move this church and the music that supports worship 
in an exciting direction. So, I look forward to the fall 
with you but also I look forward to having time to do 
many things both my jobs have not allowed.
June will have the Chancel Choir singing through June 
9 and then we will switch to summer music with our 
own bell choir, guest musicians and our scholarship 
singers. Enjoy the summer and enjoy the moment. It is 
gone before you even realize it. See you in the fall.
 
Bill Wyman
Director of Music

June Noon Concert
June 14 at 12:10 p.m.

There will be afree concert in the 
Sanctuary featuring the Nebraska 

Wesleyan Children’s Choir Camp in 
concert. The artistic director for this 
week-long camp is Elaine Quilichini 
who is recognized internationally for 
her distinguished work with choral 
ensembles and also is the founder 

of the Calgary Girls Choir. The 
children (10-16 years of age) rehearse 

for one week with Ms. Quilichini 
and the results have always been 

astounding.
The McKinley Bells, played by Brent 

Shaw, will be heard from the church 
tower and also broadcast into the 

Sanctuary prior to the concert.
Lunch ($5) will be available in Paine 
Parlor beginning at 11:30 a.m. and 

following the concert.
This is the last event for the 2018-

2019 season.
For further information contact 

Dick Morris: (402) 261-3104 or 
crichardmo@gmail.com

  June Art Exhibit
The art exhibit in Paine Parlor will 
feature the work of Ruth Langon. 

She is a co-op artist with the Noyes 
Gallery. Her media is acrylics 

and she has great variety in her 
paintings. The exhibit will remain in 

place for the month of June.
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Chancel Chat

Music Ministry at Saint Paul 

Our church is blessed with a rich music 
ministry spanning decades of tradition 

and success. From our chancel choir 

to children’s music opportunities to 
contemporary worship, we have music 

opportunities for all. Please visit saintpaul.
churchcenter.com to explore our music 

ministry opportunities. 
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       Sympathy to the friends and family of: 
    - Tom Witty, who transitioned to new life on
       April 11, 2019.
    - Ken Trejo, who transitioned to new life on
      April 15, 2019.
    - Lois Reed, who transitioned to new life on
      April 19, 2019.
    - Mike Bonham, who transitioned to new life on
      May 8, 2019.
     - Harold Nelson, stepfather of John Otte, who
       transitioned to new life on May 10, 2019.

       Celebrations:
    - Baptism: Blake Manning and Brynn Catherine
       Havick on May 12, 2019. Parents are Kirk and
       Elisha Havick.
     - Gene Oglesby and Linda Pappas were married
       on May 17, 2019.

       Please let the church office know of deaths       
       and births that we may share in your joys and  
       concerns.  

    Joys and Concerns

Saint Paul UMC is one of several local churches 
supporting the Habitat for Humanity Faith 
Build home construction. Thrivent Financial has 
awarded Habitat with a $62,500 challenge grant 
for construction of this house.  There is still a long 
way to go to meet the goal of $62,500 to match 
the challenge grant.  There will be a table in the 
Bevin’s Family Life Center between services for 
the next few weeks showing ways we all can help 
raise funds, join construction crews, help serve 
lunches to work crews or help in other ways.

Habitat for Humanity

Creating a Legacy Through the Saint Paul UMC Foundation

Many Saint Paul UMC members have set up a special fund in our foundation to provide ongoing 
income to the church for projects and/or programs that are very important to the donor and 
the church. The Foundation was created in the 1980’s; there are now over 65 Benefactor funds 
to help underwrite ongoing costs of many ministries: adult ministries, building maintenance, 
missions, bell chimes, stained glass windows, children ministries, scholarships and a multitude 
of other wonderful programs and projects. A benefactor fund is started with a contribution of 
$2,000.00 or more. The Foundation Board of Directors approves the fund’s designated gift, and 
then a narrative is created by the donor to be placed in the Benefactor Book on display at the 
back of the Sanctuary. The donor then has up to 10 years to increase the gift to $10,000 or more.

We wish to express our gratitude for three new funds established so far this year: Millie and 
Phil Corkill, Mae and Bill Whitmer, and Maruice and Marcia Russell funds. If you have interest 
in discussing how you could be a part of this wonderful program for Saint Paul please contact 
Dave Wilcox at davewilcox2@gmail.com or call (402) 770-4998. It is a great way to build a lasting 
legacy here at Saint Paul!

Dave Wilcox, 
Foundation Treasurer

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

saintpaulumc.org/volunteer

Sign up to share your 
time and talents. You can 

make a difference!
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