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Pastor’s Thoughts
“Progressive” comes with the following definitions: “a group, person,
or idea favoring or implementing social reform or new, liberal ideas,
happening or developing gradually or in stages; proceeding step by
step..” With these definitions in mind, Progressive Christianity would
be something ‘new’ or ‘innovative.’ It sounds as though Progressive
Christianity might be some New Age idea hatched in a social laboratory
or cannabis state. I think the name does not serve it well, for what goes
under the label of Progressive Christianity is not new or innovative at all.
In fact, it is old, very, very old. Some would say, myself included, that it is
closer to the teachings of Jesus from the 1st century than the five tenants
of Fundamentalist Christianity which gained popularity in the late 19th
century.
So, at the risk of sounding like a stand-up comic, “You might be a
Progressive Christian if you…
1. Believe that following the path and teachings of Jesus can lead to an
awareness and experience of the Sacred and the Oneness and Unity of
all life;
2. Affirm that the teachings of Jesus provide but one of many ways to
experience the Sacredness and Oneness of life, and that we can draw
from diverse sources of wisdom in our spiritual journey;
3. Seek community that is inclusive of ALL people, including but not
limited to: Conventional Christians and questioning skeptics, believers
and agnostics, women and men, those of all sexual orientations and
gender identities, those of all classes and abilities;
4. Know that the way we behave towards one another is the fullest
expression of what we believe;
5. Find grace in the search for understanding and believe there is more
value in questioning than in absolutes;
6. Strive for peace and justice among all people;
7. Strive to protect and restore the integrity of our Earth;
8. Commit to a path of life-long learning, compassion, and selfless love.*
Beginning on June 9, my summer sermon series will explore these
modern statements of ancient teachings rooted in our biblical narrative.
Come to worship this summer at 8:45 a.m. or 10:45 a.m. Join me for lively
discussion and conversations at 9:45 a.m., sharing the richness of our
spiritual paths.
You aren’t dead till you stop growing,
Peace,

*Italics from ProgressiveChristianity.org
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Worship Service Time Change

Worship services
at Saint Paul

Beginning June 2 on Sunday mornings

Sunday Worship
Sanctuary
9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

8:45 a.m. Worship
9:45 a.m. Faith Education Hour
10:45 a.m. Worship

Saint Paul Podcast Information
As we expand our video and communications
ministry at Saint Paul, we are considering
launching a regular, spiritual podcast to
supplement our Sunday messages. As we
explore these options we’d love your feedback!
Please email Brent Comstock if you have a
favorite podcast, and what makes you listen
to that podcast on a regular basis. Email:
communications@saintpaulumc.org.

Saturday Worship
Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Watch Worship
at Saint Paul
On Spectrum channel 1302
On Kinetic channel 13
Tuesday
12:00 p.m.
Thursday
7:00 p.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.
Radio Ministry
Sundays, 11:30 a.m.
The Saint Paul Hour
1240 AM/103.3 FM (KFOR)
Visit our website
www.SaintPaulUMC.org

SP Live!

We are excited to announce SP Live: Live streaming of our Sunday worship gathering online!
SP Live will generally feature the entire 10:30 a.m. worship service in real-time. For those of you
traveling, homebound, or unable to join us on Sunday’s for other reasons, this is a great opportunity
to participate in the worship experience -- at the same time as your other Saint Paul community
members! Stay tuned to the “Worship” page on our website for links to the Livestream information,
as well as to download access to past worship gatherings.

Taize service

Taize service is the second Saturday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel.

A Moment of Reflection and Gratitude
During Lent, more than 100 people gathered in eight small groups to study a variety of topics. What
great opportunities to learn, to grow in relationship to God and one another, and to deepen faith
and commitment. Thanks to our fabulous teachers: Barbara Jo Burns, Jane Florence, Steve Griffith,
Earl Higgins, David Lux, and Dave Moore.

June Listening Sessions
Agenda
These listening sessions include:
devotional, prayer, summary of General
Conference 2019, Judicial Conference, GP
Annual Conference actions, summary of
Church Council recommendations, open
discussion, sharing, and listening.
Dates:
June 9
3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
June 12 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
June 18 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
June 26 1:00 p.m.
June 30 9:45 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Location: Chapel
More sessions will be offered at later
dates. The conversation will continue!

Joys and Concerns
Sympathy to the friends and family of:
Robert Kahm who transitioned to new
life on March 23.
Janet Spaulding, mother of Don
Spaulding, who transitioned to new life
on March 25.
Dolores Genrich, grandmother of Joshua
Genrich, who transitioned to new life on
March 25.
Bob, Lynn Froning’s brother, who
transitioned to new life on March 29.
Rev. Donald J. Nunnally who transitioned
to new life on April 2.
Ann Cerveny whose brother transitioned
to new life this month.
Tami Wyman whose mother
transitioned to new life this month.
Celebrations:
Birth: Henry Thomas Fredrick Scheele, to
Kevin and Katie on Feb 14.
New Members: Trent and Jennifer Beach
on March 31.
Baptism: Carter Beach, son of Trent and
Jennifer Beach on March 31.
Please let the church office know of
deaths and births that we may share in
your joys and concerns.

Sermon Archives

Worship at Saint Paul: April 14, 2019

Did you know you can access
archives of all Saint Paul 10:30 a.m.
worship services on our website?
Download a transcript of the
latest sermon, or watch the entire
gathering online. Visit our website,
saintpaulumc.org, and click “Worship
Archives” under the Worship tab. We
encourage you to share these with
friends and family members who
aren’t able to join us on Sundays!

Children and Family Opportunities

ROAR! Vacation Bible
Camp

Summer Kids for Christ
Education Hour
This summer at 9:45 a.m. in room 226
We will explore God’s Word through Jesus’
Parable of the Sower, learn about God’s
creation, and what we can do to care for it. Kids
will discover that God’s love is growing in them,
explore their spiritual roots, and how we all can
live together in God’s love.

June 2-6
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Hey kids! Join us on a roaring adventure
at Vacation Bible Camp! At ROAR! We
will discover that even though life gets
wild, God is good. You’ll meet new
friends, play fun games, experience
wild Bible stories and more! Mark your
calendars!
*Please note, dinner will NOT be served.
Registration is now open! Register on
the Church Center App or saintpaul.
churchcenter.com
Want to be a part of the MANE event
this summer? Sign up now to volunteer
at ROAR! Vacation Bible Camp! Email
Cathy Link at clink@saintpaulumc.org.

Families Worshipping
Together

Cathy Link

Director of Children and
Family Ministries

Register for these events on the weekly connect
card, on the Church Center App, or by emailing
Cathy Link at
clink@saintpaulumc.org

This summer brings a change in our
worship hours! Families are encouraged
to worship together at 8:45 a.m. or 10:45
a.m. (Kids for Christ Sunday education hour
will begin at 9:45 a.m.) What an amazing
opportunity to worship and grow in your
faith together! Here are a few hints to help
with this transition:
- Sit closer to the front. Children are more
interested if they can see what is going on,
not just hearing it.
- Give them the responsibility of placing
your offering in the offering plate.
- Create a worship bag together.
- Have them participate as much as
possible. Stand when everyone stands, sit
when everyone sits. Have them find the
songs in the hymnal and sing along.
- Older kids can fill out worship notes
worksheets found on the back counters.
- Volunteer to greet as a family. You can
volunteer for greeting and many other
opportunities at saintpaulumc.org/
volunteer!

Adult Classes and Opportunities
Upcoming Classes
Wednesday Morning Book Group

We will meet on May 22 at 10 a.m. in room 155. We will discuss the novel The Handmaid’s
Tale by Margaret Atwood.

Almost Everything: Notes on Hope

It’s not too late to join the study of Almost Everything: Notes on Hope, by Ann Lamott.
This group meets on Wednesday afternoons at 4:30 p.m. Contact Marilyn Moore at
mmoore@saintpaulumc.org if you’re interested.

The Teachings of Bishop John Shelby Spong

A group will meet to discuss the teachings of Bishop John Shelby Spong, a noted progressive
theologian. The group will meet on Tuesday evenings, beginning in June. Watch the bulletin
for further information.

The Social Principles of the United Methodist Church

In the fall, a three-week class will take a look at the Social Principles of the United Methodist
Church. Did you know the denomination has a stance on most of the current issues in our
nation and world? Here’s an opportunity to learn more.

Marilyn Moore

Director of Spiritual Growth

Register for these classes on the weekly connect card,
on the Church Center App, or by emailing Marilyn
Moore at
mmoore@saintpaulumc.org

Youth Ministries
High School Retreat

May 17-18, departing at 5:00 p.m.
The High School Spring Retreat is an opportunity for students (grades 9-12) to get away for a
weekend at Carol Joy Holling Retreat Center. With low and high ropes courses, team challenges,
games, campfires, and more. This is a must attend event. We will meet at Saint Paul Church at
5:00 p.m. on Friday evening. Transportation is provided. All meals and snacks will be taken care of.
We will return on Saturday evening at approximately 9:00 p.m. Cost is $75 per student (financial
assistance is available). Register on the Church Center App or saintpaul.churchcenter.com.

Final Friday

May 31 from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Final Friday is our monthly youth fellowship night. We come together for dinner, play video and
board games, watch a movie and participate in activities in the gym. This is a great opportunity to
invite friends and enjoy some free time together.

Sunday Youth Discussions

June 2 from 9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. in the Youth Room
Every Sunday morning we offer opportunities for small group discussions, spiritual growth and
building relationships. This summer we will be focusing on an eight-week study of Progressive
Christianity. We will identify and discuss the beliefs and affirmations of progressive Christians,
including topics of inclusiveness, expression of love and compassion, social justice, ecological
integrity and a commitment to a path of life-long learning. All students in grades 6-12 are welcome.

United Methodist
Women
UMW Unit Meeting
Wednesday, June 5
We will be going on a trip to
Epworth Village in York, NE to
learn about the new focus of
their mission. Among other
experiences, we will have
the opportunity to interact
with young children at the
Little Jewels Child Center.
Carpooling is available! We
will meet in the church
garage at 8:45 a.m. in order
to leave by 9:00 a.m. We will
return to the church garage
by mid-afternoon. If you
can join us, please contact
Carol Knolle-Faulkner, at
402-489-4878 or by email at
knollefaulkner@neb.rr.com,
by June 3!

Group 36

Turn the Page

Wednesday, May 15
1:00 p.m. in room 155
Program TBA
Contact: Addie Lancaster
(402) 477-6951

Monday, May 6
7:00 p.m. in room 145
We will discuss Unsheltered
by Barbara Kingsolver, led by
Debbie Ritter. Visitors and new
members are always welcome.
On June 3 we will discuss
Eleanor: A Spiritual Biography
by Harold Ivan Smith.

Grateful Together
Saturday, May 4
9:30 a.m. at First Presbyterian Church
Food distribution at First Presbyterian Church at 13th & F. Set
up starts at 9:30 a.m. food distribution starts at 10 a.m.
Saturday, May 11
Camp Fontenelle Clean up Day. Details to follow.
Transportation provided. Call Mary Brittenham with questions
402.326.2631

Summer Sunday Faith Education
Knit into Mindfulness

June 2 from 9:45 a.m. - 10:35 a.m. in the downstairs
parlor
Get out your needles, hooks and yarn or borrow ours.
Learn to knit or crochet, work on current projects,
bring problem projects, or start something new.
Come find a supportive community, a calm and
welcoming space, time to focus on needle arts in
the downstairs parlor, and a place to just breathe.
Beginner, moderate, expert all are welcome.

Thomas Merton Study

June 2 from 9:45 a.m. - 10:35 a.m. in room 143
A six-week (or more) journey with Rev. Steve Flader.
Merton was a man of contradictions.
- A wild and crazy libertine in New York City 		
becomes a Trappist monk.
- A New York Times bestselling author at age 33
whose book is still in print.
- The author of over 50 books in his lifetime yet
“silenced” by his abbot.
- A Christian who has a “lovers quarrel” with his
church and society.
Come along for a wild ride through the world of
Thomas Merton.

The In-Between Project

June 9 from 9:45 a.m. - 10:35 a.m. in room 157
The In-Between Project is about exploring the
in-between spaces in our lives both physical and
spiritual that we take for granted which help give
shape and meaning to our faith and the world
around us. We will employ literature, scripture,
buildings, paths, practices, food, music, and the arts
to help us in our exploration differentiating between
shapes and symbols, what we see and what we want
to see. Led by Alan Ebner.

Progressive Christianity

June 9 from 9:45 a.m. - 10:35 a.m. in Paine Parlor
What is “progressive Christianity”? Are you one?
Maybe you are and you don’t know it. This class will
be a discussion led by Rev. Florence that follows the
summer sermon topics. Join in the conversation and
meet others on the journey.

Rev. Kirstie Engel
Farewell Reception
You’re invited
Sunday, June 2
9:45 a.m. - 10:40 a.m.
Bevins Family Life Center
Join us in thanking Kirstie
for her ministry here and
wishing her well in her new
appointment.

United Methodist
Men
May 6: Show & Tell, members
will talk for up to 5 minutes
about a favorite book, hobby,
or other interest.
May 13: Josh Genrich will
conclude the “Journey to
Discipleship” study.
May 20: Ron Hull will speak
about some well-known
Nebraska authors.
The UMM is a group designed
to promote the spiritual
growth and leadership
capabilities of the men of the
church. All men are invited
to become members. The
group meets on Mondays at
11:45 a.m. from Labor Day to
Memorial Day.

Chancel Chat
May Noon Concert

Join us on May 3 at 12:10 p.m. for
a free concert in the Sanctuary
featuring BELL-ISSIMO, Lincoln’s
auditioned handbell choir directed
by Nancy Youngman. Guest soloists
include Michele Filbert (flute),
Robert Snider (marimba) and Dick
Morris (organ).
The McKinley Bells, played by Nancy
L. Schoen, will be heard prior to
the concert both from the church
tower and also broadcast into the
Sanctuary.
Lunch ($5) is available in Paine
Parlor beginning at 11:30 a.m. and
following the concert.
Register for the event at
saintpaul.churchcenter.com or
for more information contact
Dick Morris (402) 261-3104 or
crichardmo@gmail.com

May Art Exhibit

Art exhibit in Paine Parlor for the
month of May features extraordinary
photography by Kris Rosenow.

May Flowers
After a rainy April, we hope to provide some
musical May flowers to the congregation.
Sunday, May 5 will be the concluding service
for our scholarship singers and the Chancel
Choir will be assisting the youth in presenting
music for that service. We hope you will run the
marathon race to the church that Sunday. For
the remainder of May, the choir will be offering
familiar anthems as we reprise some of the
congregation’s favorite musical moments with
the choir. Joining us in worship during May will
be the Concert Choir of the Lincoln Boys Choir
under the direction of our own Kevin Scheele.
For many years Kevin has been a scholarship
singer and assistant conductor of the Chancel
Choir. You may not know that the Lincoln Boys
Choir is now in residence at Saint Paul with all
three of the choirs rehearsing at Saint Paul on
Thursdays. Not only will they be in the church
weekly but occasionally they will join us in
worship. This is an excellent example of the
church’s community outreach and servicing a
youth program in the city. Happy spring.
Bill Wyman
Director of Music

Midweek Connect
May 15 will be our last Midweek Connect until the fall!
Please join us on Wednesday’s for our final gatherings this season!

Feed The Hungry: Postal Food Drive
Volunteers are needed to support Saint Paul’s commitment to the Food Bank’s annual postal
carrier’s drive. Volunteers are needed between noon and 6 p.m. on Saturday, May 11th. The
work includes unpacking bags of donated food, sorting the food, and then packing it into the
containers to be picked up by the Food Bank. For more information and to register for this event
in advance visit saintpaul.churchcenter.com or contact the church office!

Youth Ministry

Midweek Connect Youth Group
Wednesdays from 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Midweek Connect
Dinner
$5 for adults, $2 for children (with
a family rate not exceeding $15)
May 1: Sloppy joes, french fry
wedges, green beans, cole slaw,
relishes, deep dish apple crisp
May 8: Ham slices, scalloped
potatoes, California mixed
vegetables, carrot & pineapple
jello salad, peach delight
May 15: Grilled hamburger on
bun, french fries, buttered carrots,
tossed salad with dressings,
special K bars

Children’s Ministry

Midweek Connect Kids Hour: Ages 4-Grade 5
Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Midweek Connect Kids Music
Cherub Choir: Age 3-Grade 1
Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 6:00-6:30 p.m. in Room 226
Sonshine Singers: Grades 2-5
Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 6:00-6:30 p.m. in Room 227

Adult Ministry

Midweek Connect Adult Classes
Wednesdays from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Gospel of John
On Being a Parent
Adult Choirs with Wednesday Rehearsals
Praise Team (9 a.m. Worship Song Leaders): 5:30 p.m. in Room 223
Rezounding Praise (9 a.m. Praise Choir): 6:30 p.m. in Room 223
Chancel Choir (10:30 a.m. Choir): 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
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RETURN SERVICE
REQUESTED

Sunday, May 5 Worship Service change
Due to the Lincoln Marathon taking place on May 5, we will
worship as ONE SERVICE on Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Our youth are leading us in worship in word and song. Come hear
what they have to share.
Our 9:00 a.m. service will be held on SATURDAY at 6:00 p.m.

